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TCSF News is a monthly report on TCSF’s
current activities ,which aim to improve
Japan's policies in order to contribute to
poverty eradication in Africa.
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(Jan 22", Ethiopia) TCSF held “Ethiopia-Japan
Partnership Seminar” in order to strengthen
partnership between ODA projects and civil society.
The seminar was co-organized with CRDA, a
network NGO which has membership of 250 NGOs
in Ethiopia, Embassy of Japan in Ethiopia, JICA
Ethiopia Office. The venue was CRDA. This became
an opportunity to respond to the demands of civil
society in Ethiopia, who wants to get a foothold to
deliver their voices toward TICAD IV and G8 summit
in Toyako. The result of the discussion was
summarized as a proposal of Ethiopian civil society,
and submitted to former Prime Minister Mr. Yoshiro
Mori, who was visiting the country on Jan 31, by
the director of CRDA. 80 people participated on the
day including Ethiopian NGOs-CSOs, Japanese
NGOs active in Ethiopia, and Japanese ODA project
officers. The proposal is updated on our homepage.
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(Feb 21°% Senior level international conference
“Japan’s Africa Policy in the Era of Climate Change and Resource Scarcity
-Towards People-driven sustainable development in Africa-”"
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<<TICAD IV-NGO network>>

(Feb 21°, Tokyo) TCSF runs secretariat of “Japan’s
Africa Policy in the Era of Climate Change and
Resource Scarcity” organised by Institute of African
Studies, Waseda University and to be held at
International Conference Hall, Waseda University on
Feb 21 (co-organised by UNDP and TCSF). The
conference is organised to learn influences of
‘climate change’ and ‘resource scarcity’ on poor
people in Africa, and to discuss better Japan’s Africa
policy. Reporters are from African NGOs,
international organisations, and intellectuals. The
participants are policy makers of aid, trade,
investment and environment, personnel from NGOs,
companies, and multi-stakeholders and African
Diplomatic Corps. For preparation of the conference,
TCSF research centre organized preparatory study
sessions co-organized by Institute of African Studies,
Waseda University (on Dec 20" and Jan 17™). Only
invitees may attend the conference. Programme of
the day can be seen at
http://www.kikou.waseda.ac.jp/index.php

Details will be reported later on TCSF home page.
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(Jan 18™, Tokyo) TNnet organised a study session to
facilitate civil society’s understanding of and
participation in TICAD IV in Japan. In the session,
involvement of civil society until TICADIII was
introduced, and civil society’s activities toward TICAD IV
were introduced mainly focusing on past activities of
TNnet since its formation. During the event, evaluated
were the achievements of 5 times TICAD MoFA-NGO
periodic consultations and TNnet-hosted international
symposium “Re-thinking African Development from
Point of View of Civil Society” on 27" of Oct 2007,
(Attended by the TICAD IV co-organizers). About 30
people including non-member organisations
participated in the event and had a lively discussion.
After the session, TNnet monthly meeting was held,
looking back its activities in the past 10 months which
we named the first stage. It was valued that the
participation of civil society in TICAD process has
progressed a great deal. At the 2" stage which
commences from January 2008, it was confirmed that
we will put our energies into modification of “Voices of
African and Japanese Civil Society” which was
presented at above-mentioned symposium, TICAD
ministerial meeting in Gabon(May 20"-21%"), and
activities toward TICAD IV. Report of the study session
will be updated on TNnet homepage.
(http://www.ticad-csf.net/TNnet/)
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<<Africa 2008 Campaign=>=>

B (Jan 15™) As a representative of TNnet steering
committee, Dr. Sayaka Funada-Classen attended
2008 Japan G8 Summit NGO Forum facilitators’
meeting. 2 NGO networks, both formed for two
international conferences to be held in Japan in
2008, mutually confirmed their future co-operation.
To be precise, co-operation for “Africa Partnership
Forum (APF) *” was discussed. (*to be organised
for dialogue between Africa and their development
partners)

B (Jan 24'") TNnet steering committee made a
courtesy visit to Africa Diplomatic Corps (ADC)
TNnet steering committee visited Gabonese
embassy in order to strengthen partnership with
African ambassadors toward TICAD IV. From ADC,
10 people participated including 5 African
ambassadors, who are members of TICAD
committee, sharing their ideas and expectations for
Japanese civil society. TNnet introduced past
activities and “Voices of African and Japanese civil
society” (proposals), and had a lively discussion.
From TNnet, 9 people including steering committee
attended.
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B Africa Essay Competition started on Jan 10!
Toward TICAD IV and Toyako summit, in which Africa will
be discussed, Africa 2008 campaign launched essay
contest to promote interactions between Africa and Japan.
Winners will be invited to African ambassadors’ residence
in Japan, and also their prize-winning works will be on
Asahi Gakusei Shimbun newspaper and Asahi Shimbun
newspaper’s homepage. The Grand Prix winner in general
category and the winner of a British Ambassador award
will receive a prize trip to Africa for 10days. The detail is
here. http://www.africa2008.jp/essay.html

B T-shirts for Run for Africa now on sale!

Run for Africa, a project to support Africa through the
act of “running”, starts selling T-shirts.

On the back of the T-shirt, there is an autograph of
Ethiopia’s Haile Gebrselassie, the world record holder in
the marathon. The profit will be used for projects of
Africa 2008 Campaign. To purchase,
http://africa2008.blog.shinobi.jp/Entry/87/
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