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Preface

Between September 29 and October, 2003, the Third Tokyo International Conference on African De-

velopment (TICAD I took place 1n Tokyo.

Concerning official parts of the Conference proceedings, the government of Japan, one of the co-

orgamzers of TICAD II1, 1ssued statements, press releases and appraisals at various stages of deliberations

through media. We suggest that the readers refer to them for details.

TICAD IIT is noteworthy particularly for the following rea-

50MS:

1) In the official agenda, a session for one and half hours un-
der the title "Dialogue with Civil Society” was included

for the first time in the whole TICAD process.

2) The Japanese NGOs which had been involving themselves
in African development efforts through concern, partici-
pation, experience, research, experiments and the hike
got together and assembled their views and recommen-
dations in the form of proposal and formally presented it

to the TICAD Conference.

3) Prior to the Conference in Tokyo, the Japanese NGOs
along with African peers were allowed to send their rep-
resentatives to preparatory meetings organized for and
at different regions of Africa and were given opportuni-
ties to submit observations and presentations.

Thus, the Japancse NGOs, even if not as full members of
TICAD, had significant presence and had a role to play
in the course of preparatory stages as compared with the

previcus two TICAD Conferences.

About two years before TICAD I, the Japancse NGOs
which had been involved in African development efforts, set
their sight on the upcoming TICAD in 2003 and, getting to-
gether under the banner of “securing and realizing an African
Development Conference where the voices of Africans will
be reflected,” organized an ad hoc group named ACT2003
(Action Civile pour le TICAD IIT), on the model of ACT (Ac-
tion Civile pour le TICAD I / Civil Action for TICAD II) of
1993. For detailed account of its specific activities, the read-
ers are urged to read on the following pages but at this point

the readers' attention is drawn to "Collection of Statements

and Proposals of the international conferences relative to
African Development 1993-2003", a publication of ACT2003
containing full texts (in some cases excerpts) of official docu-
ments, resolutions, declarations of international conferences

ot African development over the 10 years of TICAD.

Behind such activities undertaken by ACT2003 there
were many people who understood the historical meaning of
ACT2003 and were willing to support ACT2003 in the form
of donations, subventions and advertisements to the refer-
ence material book. This is not the proper space to give a
full Iist of the supporters but we, the officers of ACT2003,

wish to express hereby our sincere gratitude to them.

While ACT2003 accomplished quite a lot of visible re-
sults like above-mentioned documentation, we are confident
that ACT2003 has done an intangble, but positive contribu-
tion to Japanese NGOs as a whole. We refer to u tremendous
accumulation of experience in the mind and body of each and
every NGO member who participated in the whole process
of TICADHI preparation with sweat on the brow and putting
up personal offerings to the ACTZ2003 operational fund. Such
experience defies detailed explanation. The tradition, thus
bort and in the future reinforced, however, will prove to be a
great asset and a source of recyclable energy and wisdom for
future TICAD Conferences if and when they take place (and
as a matter of fact voices in favor of next meetings of TICAD
are reaching us from different quarters). We hope that the
reference material book mentioned above and the present
report will be put to constructive use when future undertak-

ings like TICAD IV, will be placed on the world agenda.

As one of future-oriented, pioneer efforts of NGOs, we
would like to pornt cut that the NGO initiative of a TICAD

Civil Society Forum with a vision of international collabora-
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